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The Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) carried out a full Educational Quality  

and Focused Compliance Inspection of Hurstpierpoint College in May 2019.  

As a Through School, the Senior School, Prep School and Pre-Prep School were 

inspected simultaneously.

EDUCATIONAL QUALITY

The Inspectors considered two key areas:

• The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements

• The quality of the pupils’ personal development

The Inspectors awarded the grade of excellent, the highest possible grade, in both of 

these key areas.

REGULATORY COMPLIANCE

The Inspectors determined that Hurstpierpoint College is fully compliant with all 

regulatory requirements and this includes the welfare of boarding pupils as well as  

the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
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“

”

The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements is  

EXCELLENT.

A very large majority of pupils  

gain places at their first-choice universities,  

which include many of the most highly selective  

universities and courses.

At both GCSE and A Level,  

standardised measures of progress indicate that

pupils make EXCELLENT progress  

in relation to their ability.

EXCELLENT

QUALITY OF EDUCATION





“
”

Pupils of all ages exhibit high levels of  

self-confidence and self-knowledge  

in an environment which  

strongly values them  

as individuals.

Pupils have high expectations of themselves  

because teaching is well planned, well-paced,  

and takes account of the needs 

 of individual pupils.

Individualised support  

from teachers and support staff,  

who know the pupils extremely well,  

ensures that work is tailored to their needs,  

and this contributes strongly to the  

progress of all the pupils.

HIGH EXPECTATIONS

TEACHING AND SUPPORT





“
”

Pupils’ OUTSTANDING attitudes  

to learning are evident in lessons  

and beyond.

As pupils move through the school,  

they develop excellent study skills

OUTSTANDING

Pupils are committed  

and enthusiastic learners  

who grasp every opportunity  

to make progress.

ATTITUDES TO LEARNING





”

“Pupils develop high levels of knowledge, skills  

and understanding and they readily apply them  

to different subjects.

Pupils, especially those who study a modern foreign 

language to A level, use their linguistic skills  

highly effectively.

HIGHLY EFFECTIVE

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS





”

“Their [pupils’] EXCELLENT communication skills,  

developed by the school’s commitment to  

encouraging them to listen, speak and write 

effectively, are evident across the curriculum.

EXCELLENT

COMMUNICATION SKILLS

Pupils are highly effective  

decision makers.





”

“
Their knowledge and skills  

in creative subjects  

are EXCELLENT.

Pupils enjoy their drama lessons  

from a very young age and learn to  

develop their imaginations early.

EXCELLENT

CREATIVE SKILLS





”

“Pupils co-operate highly effectively  

in teams on the sports field  

and when carrying out expeditions

They say that they gain many personal skills  

of co-operation and negotiation  

by having to work together as a team

HIGHLY EFFECTIVE

TEAM WORK





”

“
Many pupils achieve notable successes within  

and beyond school in the creative arts, in sport  

and in activities such as the Combined Cadet  

Force (CCF) and the Duke of Edinburgh’s  

award scheme (DofE).

The school provides a wealth of extra-curricular 

activities in which pupils receive EXCELLENT coaching 

from staff who have high levels of expertise.

EXCELLENT

OPPORTUNITIES

EXTRA-CURRICULAR





“
”

Pupils’ behaviour is EXEMPLARY,  

and they are respectful  

and supportive of each other.

EXEMPLARY

BEHAVIOUR

They [pupils] willingly apply for  

and carry out leadership roles  

in both senior and prep schools,  

acting as highly effective  

role models for younger pupils.

Throughout the school there is a tangible and marked 

positivity among pupils





”

“Pupils of all ages appear happy,  

healthy and active and they are  

very positive about their school.

They say that they feel very safe,  

both in school and in the  

digital environment

POSITIVE

They feel well supported  

in terms of their mental health

SCHOOL ENVIRONMENT





“
”

Boarding pupils feel that the support  

provided by staff and fellow pupils  

beyond the school day is a  

strong factor in their progress.

They say that the boarding experience  

and the house system develop their sense of  

social responsibility.

Pupils’ excellent personal development  

is supported very well by the  

all-embracing pastoral care  

provided by the school.

EXCELLENT

BOARDING





”

“ Many pupils enjoy  

the strong sense of fulfilment  

gained from performing music  

and the understanding of emotions  

explored through the wide range of  

drama, dance* and art activities.

*Dance is a compulsory subject in Shell (Year 9)

EMOTIONAL AWARENESS

FULFILLED





”

“
Pupils express their appreciation  

of non-material aspects of life  

in music, art, dance and drama.

Pupils demonstrate  

EXCELLENT moral awareness.

EXCELLENT

ATTITUDE

They demonstrate  

a ‘can do’ mentality





“
”Pupils have a strong  

environmental awareness  

and appreciation of the natural world,  

engaging in activities to clean up beaches,  

maintain woodlands and encourage recycling.

Pupils value the experience  

of contributing their time and effort  

to local communities

STRONG AWARENESS

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS





“

”

Pupils have OUTSTANDING attitudes to learning,  

working hard and showing resilience  

in order to achieve long term goals.

Older pupils understand themselves well  

and are articulate in expressing the importance  

of self-discipline and determination  

when pursuing long-term goals.

OUTSTANDING

LONG-TERM GOALS

SKILLS TO ACHIEVE



Achieving your child’s personal bests

An outstanding day, weekly and flexi boarding school for boys and girls between 4-18 years
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